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Hello Dake Families, 

I would like to start with my sincere apprecia-

tion for all that you do as parents, guardians, 

and families to support your children.  As I 

reflect on the past month, I am filled with grat-

itude and pride.  Thank you for asking ques-

tions, seeking clarification, supporting the cre-

ation of a safe and comprehensive reopening 

plan, and for trusting the Dake faculty and 

staff with your children.  Your partnership and 

support are invaluable and on behalf of the en-

tire faculty and staff, I want to express our sin-

cere gratitude and thanks. 

Please join me in welcoming Mrs. Jennifer 

Brooker to the Dake team!  Mrs. Brooker will 

be serving as the Interim Assistant Principal 

and will be maintaining a presence at Dake 

throughout the school year.  Mrs. Brooker is 

in her 22nd year in education and began her 

career as a Science teacher at Dake.  In her 

most recent position, she served as the K-12 

Supervisor of Science.  Mrs. Brooker is excit-

ed to be back at Dake and is an amazing addi-

tion to our team. 

As fall starts to set in, students will be continu-

ing to dive into new instruction and learning.  

In this newsletter, you will find more infor-

mation about the learning that students will be 

focusing on in each content area.  Please con-

tinue to work with your student to set up struc-

tures for learning when they are not in the 

building.  This may include a designated space 

to work at home or a system of organization to 

keep track of assignments.  Teachers will con-

tinue to provide instruction and resources.  

Thank you for your support at home. 

I am in the process of scheduling 

“Collaborative Conversations” to engage in 

open dialogue with parents and guardians of 

our Dake families.  Due to the current health 

and safety guidelines, I am looking to schedule 

these meetings virtually, but am seeking input 

regarding meeting times and topics.  Please 

complete this form to provide your input: 

Collaborative Conversation Input Form 

Again, thank you for your dedicated support 
and partnership.  I look forward to continuing 
to work with your child.  Please don’t hesitate 
to reach out with questions at any time. 

Take care, 

 

 

Maryanne 
Heiman 
Principal 
Dake Junior High School 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=2jBOXgFFtk-7qhRfh908zaO4GUAJJ5ZIvqZF-yRU8ldUQ09ZSFhHRFExWk5HUFBFVTNISzhHTFczRC4u
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What a great group of 7th grade students!  We 

have very much enjoyed getting to know your 

children over the last month.  Although school 

looks and sounds different this year, we are so 

excited to make strong connections with each 

and every child.  In science, we have been 

working on thinking like a scientist.  How do 

we take accurate measurements?  Why do we 

use the metric system?  What is the difference 

between an observation and an inference?  

How do I utilize the scientific method to an-

swer a question?  These are all questions that 

we have been answering.  Soon we will be cal-

culating density of objects to determine its 

identity.  We will also see if it will sink or 

float. 

We will be using our Schoology folders to or-

ganize all of the work.  We will be pushing the  

“lecture” style to virtual while concentrating 

on the hands-on discovery when we are togeth-

er in the building.  Please contact us at any 

time with questions or concerns.  We look for-

ward to a great year! 

 

Ms. Laura Reeves 

Laura_Reeves@westiron.monroe.edu 

Ms. Maureen Monaghan 

Maureen_Monaghen@westiron.monroe.edu 

Ms. Jillian O’Donnell 

Jillian_O’Donnell@westiron.monroe.edu 

Science 7 News 

Science 8 News 

The eighth-grade scientists are off to a great 

start this school year!  We’ve been immersed 

in our study of the scientific method and ener-

gy.  Students have conducted a variety of 

hands on learning experiences; including a lab 

they designed themselves to investigate the 

gravitational potential energy and energy con-

versions.   Please ask your child to share with 

you what they’ve been learning in class! 

Thank you so much for your flexibility and 

support as we navigate our online classroom.  I 

am so proud of how our students have jumped 

right into learning!  Please encourage your 

child to check Schoology daily.   Our learning 

each week is set up by steps (with due dates) to 

help students manage their time in-between 

classes.  If your have any suggestions or feed-

back, please feel free to send me an email.  I 

am looking forward to a great year. 

Hope you have a great autumn! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Westerman 

Laura_Westerman@westiron.monroe.edu 
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ELA 8 News 

My name is Mrs. Harris and I am so excited to 

join the staff at Dake this year!  In ELA 8 we 

started the year with some get-to-know you 

activities including a Flipgrid assignment in 

which we had to introduce ourselves to the 

class and share three objects that represented 

us.    We also read and discussed the poem 

“Pretty Good” by Charles Osgood.  This week 

we worked on diagnostic reading and writing 

benchmarks in iReady and eDoctrina.  Our 

first unit begins the last week of September 

and it is the “Mixed Genre Unit.”   We will 

read, discuss and analyze various short stories, 

poems, and non-fiction articles.  We will also 

work on our paragraph writing skills.  Finally, 

the students chose independent reading books 

that they will be reading in and outside of 

class.  I’m looking forward to a great year in 

ELA 8! 

Mrs. Harris 

Marissa_Harris@westiron.monroe.edu 

ELA 7 News 

Welcome back to school!  Students have been 

doing an incredible job with the routines and 

schedule of school this year.  They have been 

doing great with checking Schoology daily and  

checking their student email for any important 

updates. 

In ELA we are beginning our Fiction Unit and 

are reading Crash by Jerry Spinelli.  This unit 

will have students focusing on reading com-

prehension, writing, and making connections 

to the outside world through nonfiction text 

pairings based on events that take place within 

the novel.  Students will have the opportunity 

to develop writing and reading skills at a high-

er level throughout this unit. 

We are so excited to be back and learning to-

gether!  Thank you for all that you do to sup-

port your student outside of school! 

Please reach out to us with any questions! 

Mrs. Katrina Bean 

Katrina_Suhr@westiron.monroe.edu 
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Math 7 News 

Hello Amethyst Parents, 

We are off of a great start in these interesting 

times.  Our first Math 7 unit is on Ratios, Rates 

and Proportions.  The students are doing a fan-

tastic work with Schoology.  I appreciate all 

their efforts, and am so thrilled to have them in 

school. 

Mr. Uebelacker 

Jeffrey_Uebelacker@westiron.monroe.edu 

Social Studies 8 News 

First off, I’d like to thank all the parents for their 

flexibility and commitment to your child’s educa-

tion during these difficult and stressful times.  

Without your dedication, none of this would be 

possible.  As always, if you have any questions 

about your child’s instruction, whether it be One-

Note/Schoology technology help or just infor-

mation about your child’s grade, do not hesitate to 

reach out to us (the Social Studies Department) at 

any time and we will do our best to assist! 

Throughout the first few weeks of class we have 

taken time building a classroom community.  Due 

to the extenuating circumstances caused by the 

pandemic, teachers within the department have 

focused on developing classroom culture while 

emphasizing student communication skills.  In a 

social studies classroom, it is critical for students to 

develop proper expectations about respectful dis-

course so that all students have a safe place to ex-

press their opinions.  As always, current events, 

elections, and controversial topics will be dis-

cussed in a method that is respectful of all view-

points.  It is also critical that students are given 

opportunities to discuss/learn more about current 

events while at home.  A good source for infor-

mation is:  https://www.allsides.com/unbiased-

balanced-news.  This website provides information 

from the Left, Center, and Right of political spec-

trum. 

Historically, our first topic of study will be the time 

period of Reconstruction after the Civil War.  Dur-

ing this unit students will analyze the successes and 

failures of the time period while comparing it to 

modern racial equity attempts.  We will then move 

into a unit examining Native American Removal 

and Westward Expansion. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns 

please feel free to contact me at: 

  aaron_nobles@westiron.monroe.edu  

Thank you, 

Mr. Nobles 

 

 

https://www.allsides.com/unbiased-balanced-news
https://www.allsides.com/unbiased-balanced-news
mailto:aaron_nobles@westiron.monroe.edu


Go Home Early Drill 

Thursday,  

October 8, 2020 

Students will leave 10 

minutes early. 

Grade 7:  2:35 p.m. 

Grade 8:  2:50 p.m. 
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Columbus Day 

Monday, October 12, 2020 

NO SCHOOL 

 



IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER: 

Thursday, October 8  Go Home Early Drill 

Monday, October 12  NO SCHOOL/Columbus Day 

Week of November 8  First marking period ends 

Wednesday, November 11 NO SCHOOL/Veterans Day 

Wednesday, November 25  

thru Friday, November 27 NO SCHOOL/Thanksgiving Recess 

 

 

 


